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For more information, reach out to the HiiL representative in the MENA region, Roger el Khoury:
roger.khoury@hiil.org.
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The Hague | 30 May 2022

Joint statement on the people-centred
justice movement in the MENA region
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Together, representatives of the Ministries of Justice in Tunisia, Morocco and Lebanon, with
the participation of experts from the UAE, today launch a joint effort to advance the
movement towards people-centred justice in the MENA region. This joint statement follows a
process of Regional Consultation meetings held in 2021 and 2022, during which a shared
urgency to act and improve justice systems in the region was unanimously expressed. This
joint effort towards people-centred justice in the region results from an observation that
despite the efforts deployed in the various countries to improve access to justice, the justice
gap is still too big. People who experience justice problems are still left without satisfactory
resolutions. There is a need to strengthen efforts to change and innovate the justice sector in
order to bring more justice to more people.

The joint effort between Tunisia, Morocco and Lebanon, with the participation of experts
from the UAE, builds upon four foundational pillars for a new, revitalised approach to
people-centred access to justice.

1. Evidence-based planning: Understanding the justice user
2. Strategy: Mapping the challenges

3. Delivery: Opportunities to innovate

4. Enabling environment: Collaborative leadership

These pillars are based on and support key documents outlining the people-centred justice
movement, such as the UN’s Our Common Agenda, the OECD criteria for people-centred
design and delivery of legal and justice service, the Hague Declaration on Access to |ustice,
and Justice for All report by Task Force on Justice. This joint statement signifies an important
step towards having access to justice for all in the participating MENA countries and beyond.
It is another strong message by like-minded partners to promote people-centred justice in
the region, and will open up new opportunities for sharing of successes within the region.

In the Hague on 30th of June, 2022.
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